LETTER FROM  COURT

in the present distracted state of the Mogul empire, that the young Prince
should be induced to withdraw himself from under our protection. We
can give no encouragement to any idea of engaging in warlike enterprizes
for the purpose of re-establishing the ancient dignity of the Mogul empire
but although it should be attended with some small expence to render
the Shazada's residence comfortable within our or the Vizier's territories
we think that expense fully compensated by the advantages of the Shazada
being safe and under our protection.

Our last dispatches from Bombay state the amount due to the
King of Travancore for supplies of pepper at Rs. 3,40,538, and that
irom their hopes of discharging it being so distant they are precluded
asking any further aid from him in this commodity. We therefore
direct that you take immediate measures to enable the Bombay
Government to assure- the King of a speedy liquidation of this debt,
either by instalments or at some fixed period, not very remote, that
we may not be deprived of this article of our investment or be thought
unmindful of the King's attachment to the Company during the late war.
go. The paragraphs we have submitted on the subject of the
Honorable Charles Stuart will point out to you the opinion we entertain
of the conduct of the members of the Board of Trade in resisting his pre-
tensions to the first seat at that Board. The orders we have sent out,
and the subordination we have established of all the Boards to the autho-
rity of the Supreme Government, will in future prevent all such hesitation
in submitting to your authority.
31. We transmit you, a number in this ship's packet, an account
of the quantities of saltpetre sold for the last 20 years together with
the quantities delivered the Board of Ordnance during the said period.
On comparing this account with the quantities we have now on hand,
and what we may further expect by the ships of this and the next year,
we find that, upon the return of the ships to be sent out this season,
after making a suitable deduction for what the sales may take off during
that period there will still remain on hand a quantity equal to upwards
of three years' consumption. It is therefore our positive directions that
after the receipt of these advices you do not, upon any account, lade
upon any ship more saltpetre than the quantity expressed in the respect-
tive ships' charterparties.
3*. The saltpetre has some years past come in bad condition but
this year particularly so, the bags are absolutely perished with the dry
rot so that the petre is in a manner in bulk. We direct that you
pack the same in the strongest gunnies that can be procured and take
every means possible to prevent the like complaint happening in future.
33-    We have put -up a quantity of the refined petre to sale by way
of ^giving it a trial, but not a single bag of it sold.   As the charge of
&e same in this country is so very reasonable (it not exceeding
quarter) we are of opinion the refining the same in Bengal